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 World Lion Day is celebrated on August 10 of every year to raise awareness about lions 

and to mobilize support for their protection and conservation.

 The initiative to protect the big cats started in 2013 and the first World Lion Day was 

celebrated that year. Since then, it has become a symbol in the fight to protect the 

majestic species.

 Asiatic lion ( Panthera leo persica) once roamed across the northern Indian plains. 

Today, Asiatic lions are present in Gir National Park and Sanctuary and its surrounds 

viz. Girnar Sanctuary, Mitiyala Sanctuary, Pania Sanctuary, coastal areas, Savarkundla, 

Liliya and adjoining areas of Amreli and Bhavnagar Districts as satellite populations. 

 As per the “Report Avlokan (Full Moon Observations) Asiatic Lions in the Asiatic 

Lion Landscape;: June, 2020” of Forest Department, Gujarat, there are 674 Asiatic 

Lions in the landscape, which includes population of Asiatic Lions in Gir National 

Park.

 Lions kill a few leopard every year and capture about one fifth of their kill in the Gir

forest.

 In Gir, lionesses with their cubs live in groups and the groups normally form a pride. 

Normally, two pride male lions, sometimes more than two, attend groups and defend 

against intruding males. 

 In Gir, about a dozen forest sub-types have been identified by several naturalists. Dr S. 

A. Chavan mentioned fourteen forest types in the area.

Asiatic Lions: few key points

 Lion has been considered to be an auspicious symbol to humans since a long 

time. Lion was present during the epic period (Mahabharat). Before the time of 

Lord Gautam Buddha in about 600 BC, the Asiatic lion roamed in over the entire 

Indo - Gangetic plains, extending from Sindh in the west to Bihar in the east.

 The lions face the usual threats of poaching and habitat fragmentation. Three 

major roads and a railway track pass through the Gir Protected Area (PA). There 

has been an increase in lion population, and more than 200 lions stay outside the 

PA. Though the conflict is not high now, with changing lifestyles and values 

these may increase in the future.

 In accordance with the directions of the Hon’ble Supreme Court, an expert 

committee has been constituted and the committee has done detailed 

deliberations on the issue including preparation of a draft action plan.

 There has been a consistent increase in the population and distribution area of 

Asiatic Lions mainly owing to the effective conservation and management by the 

Gujarat Forest Department. Multiple strategies and interventions have been 

implemented in the Asiatic Lion Landscape that have majorly contributed to the 

current conservation success of the Asiatic lions.
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